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BIG PICTURE 

Should nuclear fuels be taken out of 
national hands? 
BY: DEBORA MACKENZIE, NEW SCIENTIST 
1/7/2009 

“If all of the countries now planning to go 
nuclear also handle their own fuel cycles, the 
proliferation risk could skyrocket,” Debora 
Mackenzie writes. Because of this concern, 
several countries and international 
organizations have supported the idea of an 
international nuclear fuel bank. The European 
Union committed funds to an international 
nuclear fuel bank that countries could use in the 
event that commercial supply is ended due to 
political tensions. This would lessen the need 
for countries pursuing nuclear energy power to 
produce their own nuclear fuel. However, some 
countries may be skeptical to enter into such 
agreements if other countries, such as the U.S. 
and Russia, continue to control their own 
nuclear fuel. It has been suggested that a 
number of countries cede a portion of their 
territory to be run by the International Atomic 
Energy Agency for the production of nuclear 
fuel to go into the global nuclear fuel bank. 
http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg20126
903.100-should-nuclear-fuels-be-taken-out-of-
national-hands.html  
 

Interim Report on Strategic Posture 
Underscores Nuke Threat 
BY: JOHN M. DOYLE, AEROSPACE DAILY AND 
DEFENSE REPORT 
1/7/2009 

Nuclear weapon proliferation could reach a 
“tipping point” if nuclear programs continue 
unrestricted in Iran and North Korea, according 
to a congressional interim report. The 
probability of nuclear arms races grows as more 
countries obtain nuclear weapons, and thus the 
likelihood of terrorist organizations obtaining 

such weapons increases. The threat of nuclear 
terrorism being used against the U.S. is also 
growing, the report said. The U.S. nuclear 
weapon arsenal requires “fiscal and political 
support” as the weapons continue to age. The 
final report, which has been delayed until April 
1, is expected to include the best way for the 
U.S. to sustain a reliable nuclear-deterrent.    
 

Candidates for IAEA Director General 
Nominated 
FROM: INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY 
1/2/2009 

Japan and South Africa have submitted 
candidates to replace International Atomic 
Energy Agency’s Director General Mohamed 
ElBaradei when his term expires at the end of 
November of this year. Japan nominated 
Ambassador Yukiya Amano, and South Africa 
nominated Ambassador Abdul Samad Minty. To 
become the IAEA Director General, a candidate 
must obtain two-thirds vote from the 35-
member IAEA Board of Governors. The IAEA 
anticipates an appointment to be made by June 
with approval coming from the IAEA General 
Conference in September.  
http://www.iaea.org/NewsCenter/News/2009/
dgcandidates.html 
 

Japanese seen ahead in ElBaradei 
succession race 
FROM: YAHOO INDIA NEWS 
1/9/2009 

Japan’s Yukiya Amano may be ahead in the race 
against South Africa’s Abdul Minty to replace 
International Atomic Energy Agency Director 
General Mohamed ElBaradei, but he can’t 
guarantee the necessary number votes this 
soon, diplomats have said. If neither candidate 
is likely to win during the IAEA’s Board of 
Governor’s meeting in September, the 

http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg20126903.100-should-nuclear-fuels-be-taken-out-of-national-hands.html
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nomination process could reopen in the spring.  
ElBaradei’s term expires at the end of 
November this year. 
http://in.news.yahoo.com/137/20090109/760/
twl-japanese-seen-ahead-in-elbaradei-suc.html 
 

China and US should use pressure, not 
diplomacy, with North Korea 
FROM: AGENCE-FRANCE PRESS 
1/8/2009 

Diplomacy shouldn’t have been used in attempt 
to end North Korea’s nuclear program, said 
former U.S. Ambassador John Bolton. The 

solution instead lies with China, he said. Bolton 
said enough pressure could be put on North 
Korea to end its pursuit for nuclear weapons if 
China ended its energy supply to the country.  
However, Bolton said he believes China may be 
concerned that this would lead to an overthrow 
of the North Korean government and may 
inhibit a reunification of the two Koreas, which 
isn’t in the interest of the Chinese. 
http://www.spacewar.com/reports/China_and_
US_should_use_pressure_not_diplomacy_with_
North_Korea_999.html 

THE NEW U.S. ADMINISTRATION 

North Korean nuclear ambitions will test 
Obama: official 
FROM: AGENCE-FRANCE PRESS 
1/7/2009 

U.S. President-elect Barack Obama will be 
tested by North Korea trying to break away 
from the six-nation talks intended to verify and 
end its nuclear program, said U.S. national 
security adviser Stephen Hadley. Some fear 
North Korea may have a secret uranium 
enrichment program, though nothing has been 
verified since a meeting between the six nations 
in December failed. A newspaper in North 
Korea claims the U.S. is planning for a 
preemptive nuclear attack on the North, but 
North Korean leader Kim Jong-Il said his country 
remains “invulnerable” with its “steel-strong” 
army.  
http://www.spacewar.com/reports/North_Kore
a_nuclear_ambitions_will_test_Obama_official
_999.html 
 

Barack Obama signals door is open to talks 
with Iran 
FROM: THE AUSTRALIAN 
1/13/2009 

U.S. President-elect Barack Obama said there 
will be a “new emphasis on being willing to 

talk” to Iran under his administration. Obama 
said his administration would move quickly to 
begin diplomacy with Iran as the country “is 
going be one of our biggest challenges.” He said 
the U.S. is concerned with Iran’s weapons 
supply to Hamas and Hezbollah and the 
potential for a nuclear arms race in the Middle 
East provoked by Iran’s nuclear program.  
http://www.theaustralian.news.com.au/story/0
,25197,24903345-2703,00.html 
 

Obama must step up fight against secret 
nuclear trade, experts say 
FROM: AGENCE-FRANCE PRESS 
1/12/2009 

The U.S. State Department announced on Jan. 
12 its decision to adopt sanctions against Abdul 
Qadeer Khan and others linked to his illegal 
nuclear trade ring. Experts have warned that 
U.S. President-elect Barack Obama must remain 
highly involved in ensuring secret nuclear 
proliferation rings don’t again raise in Pakistan, 
or in Iran and North Korea. Former UN arms 
inspector David Albright said he was concerned 
that many others associated with Khan’s 
nuclear trade ring that remain unsanctioned 
may still be working with the network through 
hubs in the United Arab Emirates and Malaysia. 

http://in.news.yahoo.com/137/20090109/760/twl-japanese-seen-ahead-in-elbaradei-suc.html
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Albright also said Obama should look toward 
direct discussions with countries and companies 
that could be involved with nuclear 
proliferation rather than issuing sanctions.  
http://www.spacewar.com/reports/Obama_mu
st_step_up_fight_against_secret_nuclear_trade
_experts_say_999.html 
 

Obama Set To Continue Doctrine Shift In 
Nuclear Defense Part One 
BY: BAKER SPRING AND PETER BROOKS, UNITED 
PRESS INTERNATIONAL 
1/13/2009 

President-elect Barack Obama must distinguish 
“ambiguities in his position on missile defense,” 
Baker Spring and Peter Brooks write. Though 

Obama has said the U.S. must protect itself and 
its allies against the mass destruction 
associated with nuclear weapons, he has also 
made statements that imply missile defense 
systems aren’t going to be a top priority in his 
administration. It’s important to discern where 
his priorities lie, Spring and Brooks believe, as 
the majority of U.S. citizens believe the U.S. 
should have a missile defense system to protect 
the country and its citizens from weapons 
potentially carrying WMD warheads.  
http://www.spacewar.com/reports/Obama_Set
_To_Continue_Doctrine_Shift_In_Nuclear_Defe
nse_Part_One_999.html 

UNITED STATES 

Bush Ratifies Long-Awaited IAEA 
Additional Protocol Agreement 
BY: GREG WEBB, GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE 
1/5/2009 

President Bush approved an extension of 
nuclear inspections conducted by the 
International Atomic Energy Agency by ratifying 
the Additional Protocol that was approved by 
the Senate in 2004. The protocol will “give 
inspectors more power to conduct short-notice 
inspections and to monitor environmental 
conditions that could reveal illicit nuclear 
activities,” according to the article. Thus far, 
only 89 countries have accepted the protocol. 
The U.S. changed provisions of the protocol 
designed to limit the movement of nuclear 
material from civilian to military facilities before 
ratifying the agreement.  
http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/ts_20090105_8287.php 
 

Cheney warns against impulsive action in 
Iraq 
BY: DEB RIECHMANN, ASSOCIATED PRESS 
1/9/2009 

Vice President Dick Cheney said an 
“irresponsible withdrawal” from Iraq could be 
devastating to the country as the U.S. has 
“made major progress” in the Middle Eastern 
country. Defense Secretary Robert Gates plans 
to stay with President-elect Barack Obama’s 
administration has caused Cheney and others to 
remain “cautiously optimistic” that plans put 
forth by the current administration may also 
carry over when Obama takes office on Jan. 20. 
He also said Iran and North Korea will continue 
to be reasons for concern in the new 
administration as both countries maintain 
uranium enrichment programs.  
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20090109/ap_on
_go_pr_wh/cheney_interview 
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White House Emphasizes Success in North 
Korea Diplomacy  
FROM: GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE 
1/6/2009 

A report from the White House has called the 
attempt to end North Korea’s nuclear program 
a success for President Bush’s administration. 
Though the discussions between North Korea, 
South Korea, Japan, China, Russia, and the U.S. 
have had several setbacks since they began, 
most recently being a disagreement about a 
verification plan for North Korea’s nuclear 
disablement, the report states that the 
“commitment from North Korea to abandon all 
nuclear weapons and existing nuclear 
programs” is a success. 
http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw_20090106_5881.php 
 

Former U.S. Defense Chief Warns of 
Nuclear Proliferation Threats 
FROM: GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE 
1/9/2009 

Former Defense Secretary William Perry said 
nuclear proliferation is teetering toward a new 
level of concern, and if it continues could result 
in “irreversible and dangerous” situations. In 
just over a decade, Iran has experienced 
progress toward eventually possessing nuclear 
weapons; North Korea has developed and 
tested nuclear weapons; China and Russia have 
modernized their nuclear arsenals; and nuclear 
weapons technology has been smuggled to an 
unknown number of nations. Iran will be the 
most prominent threat to the U.S. during 
President-elect Barack Obama’s administration, 
Perry said, noting that Iran will likely test 
Obama during his first year as president. Perry 
also offered his thoughts on what could help 
combatant nuclear proliferation.    
http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw_20090109_6164.php 
 

¦{ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ǇƭŜŀ ŦƻǊ ǎǘrike against 
Iran: report 
FROM: AGENCE-FRANCE PRESS 
1/10/2009 

Last year, Israel requested to use U.S. bunker-
busting bombs, as well as permission to fly over 
Iraq, during an air strike on Iran’s forefront 
nuclear facility, according to a report within The 
New York Times. Though President Bush denied 
Israel’s request, the report states Bush did 
agree to more covert operations intended to 
end Iran’s nuclear program. 
http://www.spacewar.com/reports/US_rejecte
d_Israels_plea_for_strike_against_Iran_report_
999.html 
 

U.S. Lawmaker Lauds Reported Severing of 
LƴŘƛŀƴΩǎ CƛǊƳΩǎ ¢ƛŜǎ ǘƻ LǊŀƴ 
BY: ELAINE M. GROSSMAN, GLOBAL SECURITY 
NEWSWIRE 
1/8/2009 

Congress wants to ensure money loaned to 
India’s Reliance Industries Limited from the U.S. 
Export-Import Bank isn’t used to supply Iran 
with more imported gasoline. The money from 
the Ex-Im Bank will partially be used to expand 
India’s oil refinery capabilities in Jamnagar, 
which has sold gasoline to Iran in the past. 
Members from Congress want to ensure that 
companies that do business with the Ex-Im Bank 
don’t engage in business deals that contradict 
the U.S.’s “more important foreign policy aims.” 
Though news reports have said Reliance 
Industries Limited has vowed to end its business 
with Iran, officials from Reliance haven’t 
confirmed any such action.   
http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw_20090108_8994.php 
 

US rushes to supply nuclear technology to 
India 
FROM: NICK FARRELL, IT EXAMINER 
1/8/2009 

More than 30 U.S. companies are vying for a 
contract with India in its pursuit for nuclear 
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energy. The U.S., France, and Russia are 
competing for contracts with India that are 
worth more than $150 billion. The state-owned 
Nuclear Power Corporation of India has begun 
groundwork talks with General Electric and 
Westinghouse. Russia’s Atom Story Export and 
France’s Areva nuclear companies want to 
supply India with nuclear reactors. Areva, who 
will supply China with nuclear reactors, has 
been asked by India for a quote for third-
generation European Pressurized Reactors.  
http://www.itexaminer.com/us-rushes-to-
supply-nuclear-technology-to-india.aspx 
 

Issues being resolved at ORNL facility 
BY: FRANK MUNGER, CONTACT 
1/5/2009 

Corrective measures are being taken at the Oak 
Ridge National Laboratory after the origination 
for an elevated radiation reading found outside 
a shielded vault in July 2008 was determined. 
Two minor components failed simultaneously, 
which allowed for some radioactive vapors to 
be released. Parts to fix both components have 
been ordered, but it will take a few weeks until 
the parts have been replaced, the associate lab 
director for physical sciences said. Though 
research with radioactive materials has been 
halted since the evacuation, research with non-
radioactive material resumed several weeks 
ago.  
http://www.knoxnews.com/news/2009/jan/05/
issues-being-resolved-at-ornl-facility/ 
 

U.S. should produce own isotopes: Expert 
BY: IAN MACLEOD, OTTAWA CITIZEN 
1/9/2009 

An expert on non-proliferation and the 
prevention of nuclear terrorism said the U.S. 
should produce its own medical isotopes rather 
than importing such materials from Canada and 
other nations. Canada uses weapon-grade 
uranium that has been imported from the U.S. 
to produce medical isotopes at its Chalk River 

Laboratories. Concerns have been raised 
internationally as an estimated 50 to 100 tons 
of HEU is in the hands of civilians in order to 
produce the highly-demanded medical isotopes; 
an estimated 45 kilograms of HEU is stockpiled 
at the Canadian lab.  
http://www.montrealgazette.com/Technology/
should+produce+isotopes+Expert/1152469/stor
y.html 
 

U.S. Completes Nuclear Warhead Life 
Extension Program  
FROM: GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE 
1/X/2009 

Updates, which began eight years ago, to 
components within the U.S.’s B-61 gravity 
bombs finished a year early, according to the 
National Nuclear Security Administration. 
Efforts to modernize parts of the country’s 
nuclear weapons such as this ensure the 
arsenal’s reliability, said the NNSA’s deputy 
administrator.  The U.S.’s most current nuclear 
weapons were constructed 30 to 40 years ago, 
and the arsenal hasn’t been added to since the 
end of the Cold War.   
http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw_20090112_8475.php 
 

Nuclear Security Spending: Assessing 
Costs, Examining Priorities 
BY: STEPHEN I. SCHWARTZ AND DEEPTI CHOUBEY, 
CARNEGIE ENDOWMENT REPORT 
1/2009 

The U.S. spent nearly 10 percent of $52 billion 
allocated to nuclear programs on reducing the 
threat of a nuclear attack and nuclear 
proliferation, according to Nuclear Security 
Spending: Assessing Costs, Examining Priorities. 
The total spending on nuclear programs is 
higher than what is represented in the report 
because classified expenses and other costs 
aren’t included. However, the authors of the 
article write that “these misplaced budget 
priorities signal to the world that the United 
States is more interested in preserving and 

http://www.itexaminer.com/us-rushes-to-supply-nuclear-technology-to-india.aspx
http://www.itexaminer.com/us-rushes-to-supply-nuclear-technology-to-india.aspx
http://www.knoxnews.com/news/2009/jan/05/issues-being-resolved-at-ornl-facility/
http://www.knoxnews.com/news/2009/jan/05/issues-being-resolved-at-ornl-facility/
http://www.montrealgazette.com/Technology/should+produce+isotopes+Expert/1152469/story.html
http://www.montrealgazette.com/Technology/should+produce+isotopes+Expert/1152469/story.html
http://www.montrealgazette.com/Technology/should+produce+isotopes+Expert/1152469/story.html
http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw_20090112_8475.php
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upgrading its nuclear arsenal than in reducing 
and eliminating the growing threats of nuclear 
proliferation and limited nuclear or radiological 
attack.” The report includes further analysis of 
the U.S. nuclear budget and provides policy 
recommendations in light of its conclusions.  
http://carnegieendowment.org/publications/in
dex.cfm?fa=view&id=22601&prog=zgp&proj=zn
pp 
 

Group Slams DoD for Poor Nuke Oversight 
FROM: ASSOCIATED PRESS 
1/8/2009 

An advisory group from the Pentagon has 
released a report criticizing the U.S. 
Department of Defense’s “lack of focus” in its 
nuclear operations. The report recommends 
more oversight in the D.O.D. by creating a new 
assistant secretary position to supervise its 
nuclear organization. The Pentagon has not 
given proper attention to its nuclear mission, 
the report said, and the U.S.’s nuclear program 
has become an unconvincing deterrent. The 
report notes that only the Navy hasn’t seen a 
deprivation of its nuclear mission.  
http://www.military.com/news/article/group-
slams-dod-for-poor-nuke-
oversight.html?col=1186032310810 
 

Pentagon denies missile defense sales talks 
with India 
FROM: AGENCE-FRANCE PRESS 
1/8/2009 

While U.S. embassy officials in New Delhi have 
said the U.S. and India are preliminarily 
discussing the sale of missile defense systems 
from the U.S. to India, a U.S. defense 

spokesman said no such talks have taken place. 
The U.S. has invited India to observe two missile 
defense tests to take place this year.  
http://www.spacewar.com/reports/Pentagon_
denies_missile_defense_sales_talks_with_India
_999.html 
 

Air Force activates provisional Global 
Strike Command 
FROM: AIR FORCE NEWS 
1/12/2009 

As of Jan. 12, the Bolling Air Force Base in 
Washington D.C. is home for the provisional 
Global Strike Command. The provisional 
command will end its work when the 
permanent command begins. The Global Strike 
Command was founded to centralize the Air 
Force’s nuclear operations. 
http://www.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=1231309
20 
 

McChord Airmen earn top marks in nuclear 
inspection 
BY: TECH. SGT. OSHAWN JEFFERSON, AIR FORCE 
NEWS 
1/13/2009 

The 62nd Airlift Wing at McChord Air Force Base 
in Washington received the highest rating 
possible following a week-long inspection of the 
U.S.’s chief nuclear airlift force. The final 
portion of a Defense Nuclear Surety Inspection 
that took place from Jan. 7 to Jan. 12 resulted in 
a “satisfactory” assessment by the Air Mobility 
Inspector General team of the 62nd Airlift Wing.   
http://www.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=1231310
49

 
  

http://carnegieendowment.org/publications/index.cfm?fa=view&id=22601&prog=zgp&proj=znpp
http://carnegieendowment.org/publications/index.cfm?fa=view&id=22601&prog=zgp&proj=znpp
http://carnegieendowment.org/publications/index.cfm?fa=view&id=22601&prog=zgp&proj=znpp
http://www.military.com/news/article/group-slams-dod-for-poor-nuke-oversight.html?col=1186032310810
http://www.military.com/news/article/group-slams-dod-for-poor-nuke-oversight.html?col=1186032310810
http://www.military.com/news/article/group-slams-dod-for-poor-nuke-oversight.html?col=1186032310810
http://www.spacewar.com/reports/Pentagon_denies_missile_defense_sales_talks_with_India_999.html
http://www.spacewar.com/reports/Pentagon_denies_missile_defense_sales_talks_with_India_999.html
http://www.spacewar.com/reports/Pentagon_denies_missile_defense_sales_talks_with_India_999.html
http://www.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=123130920
http://www.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=123130920
http://www.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=123131049
http://www.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=123131049
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POLAND 

Poland to Place Radiation Scanners at 
Borders 
FROM: GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE 
1/8/2009 

The National Nuclear Security Administration 
will provide Poland with radiation detectors at 
its borders, airports, and seaports, as well as 
train officials on how to use the technology 
under an agreement signed by the NNSA and 
Poland. The NNSA believes the agreement will 
help ease fears of the potential transference of 
nuclear and radioactive material to terrorists. 
The initiative also helps the NNSA achieve 
initiatives described in its Second Line of 
Defense Program.        
http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw_20090108_7779.php 
 

PGE to spend up to 18 bln euros on nuclear 
plants 
FROM: REUTERS 
1/14/2009 

Poland is seeking to diversify sources of the 
country’s energy needs by allowing its largest 
producer of energy to build two nuclear energy 
plants. Polska Grupa Energetyczna is expected 
to spend between 15 and 18 billion Euros on 
the two nuclear plants that would produce 
3,000 megawatts each. The company hopes to 
have the first plant operational by 2020. PGE’s 
CEO said the company will look for a partner in 
the plants’ construction and operation, though 
the majority control of the two plants will 
remain with PGE.  
http://www.reuters.com/article/rbssIndustryM
aterialsUtilitiesNews/idUSLE52494920090114 

SOUTH KOREA 

South Korea Warns Of Second North 
Nuclear Test 
FROM: GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE 
1/5/2009 

A report from South Korea warns that North 
Korea may soon engage in a second nuclear test 
in hopes of changing the direction of the six-
nation talks aimed at ending its nuclear 
program. North Korea may be looking for direct 
diplomatic talks with the new Obama 
administration or gaining leverage in the six-
nation discussions by conducting the nuclear 
test, the report suggests. These expectations 
may not become a reality as Obama will likely 
have more prominent issues than North Korea’s 
nuclear program at the beginning of his term 
and his stance is expected to strongly resemble 
that under George Bush, the report suggests.    
http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw_20090105_1940.php 
 

South Korean Delegation Begins New 
Effort to Break Nuclear Impasse 
FROM: GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE 
1/15/2009 

South Korea has begun negotiation talks to 
purchase 14,000 nuclear fuel rods from North 
Korea. After removal from the rods, the 
uranium could be processed to be used at South 
Korea’s nuclear power reactors. The negotiation 
could help alleviate the stalemate between 
North Korea and five other nations, including 
South Korea, that seek to end the North’s 
nuclear program. North Korea agreed to stop 
production of nuclear weapons in 2007. Though 
the country disabled its plutonium facilities, 
North Korea has refused to sign a verification 
agreement to monitor its nuclear disarmament. 
North Korea has recently said it wants to verify 
that the U.S. has no nuclear weapons in South 

http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw_20090108_7779.php
http://www.reuters.com/article/rbssIndustryMaterialsUtilitiesNews/idUSLE52494920090114
http://www.reuters.com/article/rbssIndustryMaterialsUtilitiesNews/idUSLE52494920090114
http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw_20090105_1940.php
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Korea before signing its own verification 
agreement with the five nations.  

http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw_20090115_4303.php 

NORTH KOREA 

North Korea Has Weapon-Grade Uranium, 
Rice Says 
FROM: GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE 
1/16/2009 

The U.S. believes North Korea secretly has 
highly enriched uranium that could be used for 
nuclear weapons, U.S. Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice said. Assistant Secretary of 
State for the U.S., Paula DeSutter, said “that 
greater-than-anticipated numbers of uranium 
particles had been found on North Korean 
aluminum piping turned over to the United 
States during the denuclearization process,” 
according to Global Security Newswire. The U.S. 
believes the pipe originated in Russia and was 
used in a uranium enrichment centrifuge. Small 
amounts of uranium on documents and 
aluminum submitted by North Korea for 
inspection have been found in the past, 
administration officials said. Rice said the 
continuation of the current Agreed Framework 
for North Korea’s denuclearization must be 
reconsidered since North Korea has pursued 
another method to acquire nuclear weapons. 
http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw_20090116_8088.php 
 

North Korea to Maintain Negotiating 
Strategy on Nukes, Diplomat Says 
FROM: GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE 
1/14/2009 

A former U.S. Ambassador to South Korea said 
North Korea “will continue to use brinkmanship 
to drive a wedge between Seoul and 

Washington.” Alexander Vershbow said North 
Korea will prolong its nuclear disarmament in 
hopes of becoming an accepted nuclear power, 
though officials from North Korea have said it 
will give up its nuclear program once direct 
diplomatic discussion have been established 
with the U.S. and it has been confirmed there 
are no U.S. nuclear weapons in South Korea. A 
North Korean expert in Seoul said North Korea 
is more focused on its relations with the U.S. 
rather than on its nuclear weapons.  
http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw_20090114_4980.php 
 

North Korea Not Ready for Nuclear 
Disarmament 
FROM: GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE 
1/13/2009 

It has been reported North Korea won’t give up 
its nuclear program until there is direct 
diplomatic discussions with the U.S. and the 
North is certain the U.S. has no nuclear 
weapons in South Korea. The North Korean 
Foreign Ministry said the country wouldn’t need 
its nuclear weapons once the threat of U.S. 
nuclear weapons in the South is removed, 
though both the U.S. and South Korea have 
denied such weapons are in the South. Nuclear 
experts from South Korea will visit North Korea 
to determine how to handle nuclear fuel rods in 
prelude of the South purchasing unused fuel 
rods from the North.  
http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw_20090113_4310.php 

  

http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw_20090115_4303.php
http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw_20090116_8088.php
http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw_20090114_4980.php
http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw_20090113_4310.php
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PAKISTAN

Increasing militancy in Pak a cause of 
worry: McConnell 
FROM: PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
1/10/2009 

Escalating tensions between India and nuclear-
armed Pakistan, as well as the growing 
militancy in Pakistan, are reasons for concern 
within India, said U.S. Director of Intelligence 
Michael McConnell. Military forces in both 
countries “have been put on an increased state 
of readiness” following the terrorist attack in 
Mumbai. McConnell said the possibility of 
Pakistan falling into bankruptcy is also 
something to be worried about within the 
region.  
http://www.dnaindia.com/report.asp?newsid=
1220382 
 

Exchange of lists of nuclear installations 
between Pakistan and India 
FROM: PAKISTAN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
1/1/2009 

Officials from Pakistan and India exchanged lists 
of nuclear facilities and installations in their 
respective countries on Jan. 1. Based on an 

agreement signed on Dec. 31, 1988, the two 
countries exchange an updated list every year.   
http://www.mofa.gov.pk/Press_Releases/2009/
Jan/PR_01_09.htm 
 

Pakistan Seeks to Quell Nuke Security 
Fears  
BY: GARY THOMAS, VOICE OF AMERICA  
1/13/2009 

Officials from Pakistan said its nuclear weapons 
program is secure from the growing number of 
terrorist organizations in the state in hopes of 
relinquishing concerns among the international 
community. Comments from the Pakistani 
officials send a message to India that it won’t be 
able to target its nuclear forces and that outside 
verification isn’t necessary to ensure the 
security of its weapons. The issue of Pakistan’s 
nuclear weapons security must be a high 
priority in U.S. President-elect Barack Obama’s 
administration, according to a bipartisan 
commission.  
http://www.voanews.com/english/2009-01-13-
voa68.cfm 

IRAN 

LǊŀƴΩǎ [ŜŀŘŜǊ {ŀȅǎ IŜ tƭŀƴǎ ¢ƻ !ǾƻƛŘ 
Prejudging Obama 
BY: THOMAS ERDBRINK, WASHINGTON POST 
FOREIGN SERVICE 
1/16/2009 

Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad said 
the country would “wait and see what his (U.S. 
President-elect Barack Obama) administration 
will do” before passing judgment on him. 
Ahmadinejad criticized Israel’s action in Gaza, 
and said “the continued existence of this regime 
in the region is not possible.” Foreign policy in 
the U.S. must change, he said, as the reason for 

global problems and war is the U.S.’s 
unwarranted actions in international affairs. 
U.S. Secretary of State-designate Hillary Clinton 
said she plans to quickly enter into direct 
discussions with Iran and Syria after Obama’s 
administration takes office. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2009/01/15/AR200901150
3830.html 
 

http://www.dnaindia.com/report.asp?newsid=1220382
http://www.dnaindia.com/report.asp?newsid=1220382
http://www.mofa.gov.pk/Press_Releases/2009/Jan/PR_01_09.htm
http://www.mofa.gov.pk/Press_Releases/2009/Jan/PR_01_09.htm
http://www.voanews.com/english/2009-01-13-voa68.cfm
http://www.voanews.com/english/2009-01-13-voa68.cfm
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/15/AR2009011503830.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/15/AR2009011503830.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/01/15/AR2009011503830.html
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Iranian Nuclear Work Threatens Region, 
Says Israeli Official  
FROM: GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE 
1/6/2009 

The Middle East could enter into a nuclear arms 
race if Iran continues to build its nuclear 
program, an official from Israel said. The Middle 
East is “on the verge of a cascade of instability 
and a potential cascade of nuclear 
proliferation,” said Israeli Ambassador Sallai 

Meridor. Though Iran claims its enrichment of 
uranium is only for nuclear energy, many in the 
international community remain skeptical of 
Iran’s nuclear program. Israel has threatened to 
take unilateral action against Iran by launching 
strikes on its nuclear facilities unless the U.S. 
and other Western powers take stronger 
actions against Iran.  
http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw_20090106_6496.php 

RUSSIA 

wǳǎǎƛŀ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ LǊŀƴΩǎ .ǳǎƘŜƘǊ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ 
power plant in 2009 
FROM: XINHUA 
1/15/2009 

Iran’s first nuclear power plant in Bushehr will 
be completed in 2009, according to members of 
the Iranian media. Russia is working to hasten 
the project’s completion, which has been 

delayed several times for a multitude of 
reasons, and hundreds of trained-Iranian 
engineers are taking the place of Russians 
working with the plant. An Iranian official said 
in late December the plant would become 
operational by 2010.  
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-
01/15/content_10659410.htm 

ISRAEL 

Israel denies Syria claim it left traces of 
uranium at nuclear site bombed by IAF 
FROM: REUTERS 
1/13/2009 

An unnamed Israeli official told Reuters that 
Israel made clear to the International Atomic 
Energy Agency that uranium found at the 
bombed Syrian site wasn’t from Israel, though 
an official from the IAEA hasn’t confirmed the 
statement. The IAEA is expected to provide an 
update in February of the investigation of 
Syria’s possible nuclear facility that was 
bombed by Israel, an IAEA spokeswoman said. 
Syria has yet to meet the demands of the IAEA 
to provide more access to documents 
concerning the facility, diplomats said.  
http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/105519
9.html 

 

DŀȊŀ ǊƻŎƪŜǘǎ Ǉǳǘ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƛƴ 
battle zone 
FROM: THE TIMES 
1/2/2009 

Hamas has recently acquired a number of the 
Iranian-manufactured Fajr-3 missiles that have 
a longer range than the rest of the 
organization’s weaponry arsenal. This 
development has caused concern in Israel as its 
only nuclear reactor in Dimona is 20 miles from 
Beersheba, a frequent target of Hamas missiles. 
Israel’s nuclear weapons are believed to also be 
at the facility in Dimona. 
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/world/
middle_east/article5430133.ece 

  

http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw_20090106_6496.php
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-01/15/content_10659410.htm
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-01/15/content_10659410.htm
http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1055199.html
http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1055199.html
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/world/middle_east/article5430133.ece
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/world/middle_east/article5430133.ece
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UAE 

UAE, U.S. to Sign Civilian Nuclear Trade 
Pact 
FROM: GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE 
1/15/2009 

U.S. President-elect Barack Obama will likely 
have to decide whether or not to present 
Congress with an agreement signed by the U.S. 
and UAE to provide the Middle Eastern country 
with nuclear energy capabilities. In exchange for 
nuclear energy technology, the UAE agreed to 
import the necessary nuclear fuel rather than 
manufacture its own. U.S. Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice and UAE Foreign Minister 

Sheikh Abdallah bin Zayid al-Nahyan are 
expected to sign the agreement on Jan. 15, 
though U.S. President Bush indicated he 
wouldn’t present the agreement to Congress 
for approval before he leaves office. Some 
members of Congress have expressed concern 
with the UAE’s export system and the potential 
for nuclear proliferation. Others, though, have 
said the deal would be beneficial to nuclear 
nonproliferation policies and could become the 
foundation for other deals.  
http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw_20090115_4332.php

OTHER 

Former top military officers say British 
nuclear deterrent useless 
FROM: AGENCE-FRANCE PRESS 
1/16/2009 

Britain’s plan to restore its nuclear deterrent 
has been criticized by three former military 
officials. The Trident submarine nuclear missile 
system would be ineffective to combat modern 
threats, the officials wrote in a letter to The 
Times, especially since Britain wouldn’t engage 
in using its nuclear weapons without U.S. 
support. Some members of the Labor Party 
have said the plan would be too expensive to 
pursue and would go against the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty. The money required to 
reintroduce the Trident system would be better 
spent on equipping Britain’s military, the 
officials wrote, in a time where money is tight.  
http://www.spacewar.com/reports/Former_top
_military_officers_say_British_nuclear_deterre
nt_useless_999.html 
 

¦ǊŀƴƛǳƳ Ψǘƻƻ Ƙƻǘ ǘƻ ƘŀƴŘƭŜΩ 
BY: FRED MUKINDA, NATION? 
1/6/2009 

Uranium found at a house in Uthiru, Kenya is 
being shipped out of the country as Kenya 
doesn’t have the equipment to properly handle 
such radioactive material. Tests done by 
Kenya’s National Radiation Protection Board 
shows that the material could have a 
radioactive level of more than 2,000 Becquerel 
per kilogram; Kenya can only test material up to 
1,000 Becquerel per kilogram. Deputy Head of 
the National Radiation Protection Board said 
the material could be enriched uranium. A 
Ugandan and Congolese have been charged 
with smuggling the uranium into Kenya from 
the Democratic Republic of Congo.  
http://www.nation.co.ke/News/-
/1056/511496/-/u17lha/-/index.html 
 

http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw_20090115_4332.php
http://www.spacewar.com/reports/Former_top_military_officers_say_British_nuclear_deterrent_useless_999.html
http://www.spacewar.com/reports/Former_top_military_officers_say_British_nuclear_deterrent_useless_999.html
http://www.spacewar.com/reports/Former_top_military_officers_say_British_nuclear_deterrent_useless_999.html
http://www.nation.co.ke/News/-/1056/511496/-/u17lha/-/index.html
http://www.nation.co.ke/News/-/1056/511496/-/u17lha/-/index.html
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Kyushu Electric to Spend $5.9 Billion on 
New Reactor 
BY: YUJI OKADA AND SHIGERU SATO, BLOOMBERG 
1/8/2009 

Kyushu Electric Power Company in Japan plans 
to spend nearly $5.9 billion to construct an 
additional nuclear reactor at its facility in 
Sendai. The third reactor at the plant will 
produce another 1,590 megawatts of power. 
Construction is anticipated to begin in 2013 
with operations starting in 2020. The project 
would increase Japan’s dependence on nuclear 
energy and decrease the country’s greenhouse 
gas emissions. Japan currently has 55 nuclear 
reactors and has 10 other reactor projects in 
line to begin construction.  
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=2
0601101&sid=aMlYp5v3KGzw&refer=japan 
 

Switzerland Releases Khan Network 
Suspect 
FROM: GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE 
1/5/2009 

Urs Tinner, a suspect in a nuclear-smuggling 
ring believed to have supplied Iran and Libya 
with nuclear-weapon designs, was released 
from Switzerland’s custody on Dec. 22. Tinner is 
believed to have been working with Pakistani 
nuclear scientist Abdul Qadeer Khan’s nuclear-
smuggling business and remains a suspect in 
the case. One other engineer, Friedrich Tinner, 
was released in 2006, and Marco Tinner 
remains in custody as fears remain that he 
could still have access to weapons technology.  
http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw_20090105_5017.php 
 

Slovakia to halt nuclear reactor 
preparations if gas resumes: Austria 
FROM: AGENCE-FRANCE PRESS 
1/12/2009 

Plans to reopen Slovakia’s nuclear reactor will 
end if Russia resumes its gas supply to the 
European country, officials from Austria said. 
The European Union required Slovakia to close 
its nuclear reactor before being admitted to the 
bloc of countries for security reasons. Slovakia 
invited an observer from Austria to monitor 
operations at the nuclear reactor if the facility 
was reopened. Russia ended its gas supply to 
European countries after a disagreement 
between Russia and Ukraine over pricing and 
payments. Officials from Russia said gas 
supplies to Europe would resume on Jan. 13 
through the pipeline in Ukraine.  
http://www.eubusiness.com/news-
eu/1231786021.66 
 

Brazil to produce enriched uranium on 
industrial scale 
FROM: XINHUA 
1/14/2009 

Brazil developed technology to produce its own 
enriched uranium used to support the country’s 
nuclear energy program, the Brazilian Nuclear 
Industries said. An INB official said this 
development will allow Brazil to end its 
dependency on foreign countries for nuclear 
technology used at its single nuclear energy 
facility. The INB said Brazil hopes to become 
fully self-sufficient for enriched uranium used at 
the plant by 2012.   
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-
01/14/content_10655762.htm 
 

 

 
  

http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601101&sid=aMlYp5v3KGzw&refer=japan
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601101&sid=aMlYp5v3KGzw&refer=japan
http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw_20090105_5017.php
http://www.eubusiness.com/news-eu/1231786021.66
http://www.eubusiness.com/news-eu/1231786021.66
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-01/14/content_10655762.htm
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-01/14/content_10655762.htm
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CONFERENCES 

Note:  Dates and events change often.  Please visit web site for details.   
 

12 – 13 February 2009 Platts nuclear energy conference , Bethesda, Maryland 

23 – 27 February 2009 ASME Committee on Nuclear Risk Management (CNMR) Meeting; San Diego, 
CA 

2 – 3 March 2009 Future of Nuclear Power Worldwide: Safety, Health and Environment; 
Bethesda, MD  

30 March – 3 April 
2009 

International Symposium on Nuclear Security; Vienna, Austria 

5 – 9 April 2009 NPIC&HMIT 2009 - 6th American Nuclear Society International Topical Meeting 
on Nuclear Plant Instrumentation, Controls, and Human Machine Interface 
Technology, , Knoxville, Tennessee, USA 

19 – 22 April 2009 Advances in Nuclear Fuel Management IV; Hilton Head, SC 

19 – 22 April 2009 NUCLEAR 2009: The 8th International Exhibition on Nuclear Power Industry 
2009, China International Exhibition Center (CIEC), Beijing, China 

4 – 8 May 2009 International Topical Meeting on Nuclear Research Applications and Utilization 
of Accelerators; Vienna, Austria  

9 – 13 May 2009 U2009 Global Uranium Symposium; Keystone, CO 

12 – 14 May 2009 2009 Annual Meeting on Nuclear Technology, Dresden, Germany 

26 – 29 May 2009 Nuclear Power and Energy Security (NPES-2009) - IV NATO meeting; Yerevan, 
Armenia  

31 May – 3 June 2009 CNS 2009 Annual Conference + Student Conference, New Nuclear Frontiers 
30th Annual Conference of the Canadian Nuclear Society and 33rd CNS/CNA 
Student Conference, Calgary TELUS Convention Centre, Calgary, Alberta 

1 – 4 June 2009 36th Interntional Conference on Plasma Science and 23rd Symposium on 
Fusion Engineering ICOPS/SOFE 2009 , San Diego, CA , USA 

13 – 17 June 2009 56th Annual Meeting of the Society of Nuclear Medicine , Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada 

14 – 18 June 2009 American Nuclear Society Annual Meeting 2009 , Atlanta, GA, USA 

29 – 30 June 2009 Platts 4th Annual European Nuclear Power; Paris, France  

12 – 16 July 2009 54th Annual Meeting of the Health Physics Society , Minneapolis, Minnesota 

12 – 16 July 2009 Icone 17 - International Conference on Nuclear Engineering, Sheraton Brussels 
Hotel, Brussels, Belgium 

12 – 16 July 2009 50th Annual Meeting of the Institute of Nuclear Materials Management INMM; 
Tucson, AZ  

22 – 23 July 2009 5th Australian Uranium Conference; Fremantle, Australia  

14 – 18 September 
2009 

IAEA General Conference; Vienna, Austria  

12 – 16 October 2009 International Conference on Effective Nuclear Regulatory Systems; Vienna, 
Austria. IAEA  

http://www.nuclearmarket.com/Conferences/ConfDetails.cfm?ID=1153
http://calendar.asme.org/EventDetail.cfm?EventID=9623
http://nrcponline.org/
http://www-pub.iaea.org/MTCD/Meetings/Meetings2009.asp?ConfID-36576
http://meetingsandconferences.com/npic-hmit-2009/index.html
http://www.ans.org/meetings
http://www.coastal.com.hk/nuclear/
http://www.coastal.com.hk/nuclear/
http://www-pub.iaea.org/MTCD/M%20eetings/Meetings2009.asp
http://www-pub.iaea.org/MTCD/M%20eetings/Meetings2009.asp
http://phx.corporate-ir.net/phoenix.zhtml?c=195542&p=irol-EventDetails&EventId=1877719
http://www.datf.de/
http://www.astec.am/conferences.html
http://www.cns-snc.ca/CNS_Conferences/CNS2009/CNS2009.html
http://www.nuclearmarket.com/Conferences/ConfDetails.cfm?ID=946
http://www.nuclearmarket.com/Conferences/ConfDetails.cfm?ID=946
http://www.nuclearmarket.com/Conferences/ConfDetails.cfm?ID=947
http://www.nuclearmarket.com/Conferences/ConfDetails.cfm?ID=948
http://www.platts.com/Events/2009/pc972/
http://www.nuclearmarket.com/Conferences/ConfDetails.cfm?ID=949
http://www.asmeconferences.org/ICONE17/index.cfm
http://www.inmm.org/
http://www.verticalevents.com.au/
http://www-pub.iaea.org/?MTCD/%20Meetings/Meetings2009.asp
http://www-pub.iaea.org/MTCD/Meetings/Meetings2009.asp
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15 – 19 November 
2009 

ANS Winter Meeting and Nuclear Technology Expo , Washington, D.C. USA 
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This is an unofficial publication.  The articles and information appearing herein 
are intended for educational purposes to promote discussion in the public 
interest and to keep subscribers informed on items of common interest.  The 
newsletter and the information contained therein are not intended to provide a 
competitive advantage for any commercial firm.  Any misuse or unauthorized use 
of the newsletter and its contents will result in removal from the distribution list 
and/or possible administrative, civil, and/or criminal action. 
 
The views, opinions, and/or findings and recommendations contained in this 
summary are those of the authors and should not be construed as an official 
position, policy, or decision of the United States Government, U.S. Department of 
Defense, U.S. Department of Energy, U.S. Strategic Command, or National Nuclear 
Security Administration 

 
Please contact Larry McKee , ph. (757) 871-3578, regarding subscription. 
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