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B1G PICTURE

UN nuclear watchdog leaves much to do disarmament verification procedures and other

for new director such measures could build confidence around

FROM: THE EARTH TIMES the globe that is necessary to destroy all nuclear
12/22/2008 weapons, and some members have said

Director of the International Atomic Energy conventional weapons and sanctions could be

Agency Mohamed ElIBaradei is in his last term, used to deter any nation or state from

and many experts and of developingorkeepiggwedammegratemwaléar i t ' s
highly unlikely the IAEA will resolve any of the material.

current investigations and problems with Iran, http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw 20081216 9623.php

Syria, and North Korea during his last year.

Some officials from the IAEA believe U.S. WorldFacesd / 8 OF RS 2F t NRf
President-elect Barack Obama will be able to Report Says

help in resolving the issues with the three states FROM: GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE

with diplomacy, though leaders from each 12/16/2008

country must be willing to help the process. An interim report by the Congressional

There are only two candidates for the position Commission on the Strategic Posture of the

thus far; Japan’s U. N. Unired $tasesassettothe de¥elopnient af
Amano and South Afri ca’ suclearerpgramassnaran tind NoithKereatoald t h e

IAEA governing board Abdul Samad Minty. leadt 0 a “cascade of prol ifff el
http://www.earthtimes.org/articles/show/2473 also states the probability of terrorist
75,un-nuclear-watchdog-leaves-much-to-do- organizations obtaining nuclear weapons

for-new-director.html increases as the number of states with nuclear

weapons grows. The best way to combatant
¢2 bdzOf S NJ 5A & N)YSNA I terrorfistQrianizgti@n@capablé oRaftagning¢ 2

Worry About Violators nuclear weapons is with a global

BY: ELAINE M. GROSSMAN, GLOBAL SECURITY nonproliferation plan. Though nuclear

NEWSWIRE disarmament of the U.S. is an idealistic plan, the
12/16/2008 reality may be that the U.S. maintains a large

A group aimed at global nuclear disarmament enough arsenal to work as a deterrent. The final
developed in |l ate 2008 fpsisahtidigatdd td bé conspleted®yOApris 0 0 N
worry about scenarios involving states that 2009.

develop or never fully destroy their nuclear http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw 20081216 6611.php
capabilities. Global Zero hopes for zero nuclear

weapons in all states as early as 2035, though Nuclear Disarmament

critics have already begun to debate how such BY: JASON VAUGHN, DIPLOMATIC COURIER

an environment would be enforced and 12/18/2008

maintained. Members of the group have said Jason Vaughn writes, “t
enforcement and governing procedures must have the biggestofev er yt hi ng. ” Thi
be developed before all nuclear weapons are human nature to want the weapons with the
destroyed, but such pr ocldgdest explsiong—muElear wieapons. Because
necessary as of yet. The group has said the acquisition of nuclear weapons is human
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nature, Vaughn writes, it may be impossible to
ever experience a global nuclear disarmament.
Though the responsibility of securing nuclear
weapons and their technology from other
states and organization is difficult, the
psychological panic and physical destruction
that nuclear weapons can cause makes the
weapon desirable by nations eager to deter
other nations from attacking its territory. While
there are other weapons available in some
countries, such as thermobaric and biological
weapons, none have the appeal of nuclear
weapons, which makes the reality of a world
without nuclear weapon capabilities unlikely.
http://www.isn.ethz.ch/isn/Current-
Affairs/Security-
Watch/Detail/?0ts591=4888CAAQ-B3DB-1461-
98B9-E20E7B9C13D4&Ing=en&id=94868

Russia, U.S. Reach No Agreements in

Strategic Arms Talks

FROM: GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE

12/15/2008

A meeting between U.S. Undersecretary of

State John Rood and Russian Deputy Foreign
Minister Sergei Ryabkov on Dec. 15 to discuss

the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty, which is

set to expire in December 2009, ended without

an agreement. Prior to the meeting, Ryabkov

said a replacement to START was necessary and

the two states would likely reach such an

agreement before the treaty expires. Ryabkov
said discussions would
President-elect Barack Obama takes office on
Jan. 20. Ryabkov said that Russia believes the
U.S.’ s plans for a
Eastern Europe should be considered in the
talks concerning START and its possible
replacement.

http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw 20081215 3323.php

mi s s

BMD Focus: Hope for START Part One
BY: MARTIN SIEFF, UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL
12/17/2008
There are new hopes that Russia and the U.S.
will agree to a replacement for the Strategic
Arms Reduction Treaty before it expires in
December 2009 after statements made a senior
Russian diplomat. Russian Deputy Minister
Sergei Ryabkov said Russia is anticipating a
START-2 agreement to be reached under U.S.
President-e | ect Bar ack Obama’
as well as an agreement
plans to create a missile defense shield in
Eastern Europe. Russia is against any such shield
being implemented near its borders and has
said that the shield would disrupt a new treaty
agreement. Russia wants any START-2
agreement to include lower limits on the
number of ballistic missiles and nuclear
warheads possessed by both the U.S. and
Russia.
http://www.spacewar.com/reports/BMD Focus
Hope for START Part One 999.html

BMD Focus: Hope for START Part Two
BY: MARTIN SIEFF, UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL

12/19/2008

Russia’'s attitude towar
switched directions as U.S. President George W.
Bush’s term comes to an
brightened hopes for a replacement to the

Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty before it

¢xXRirgs @ Pegember2@09. @ne rgasog fordhis o n ¢
may be due to President-e | ect Bar ack

outl ook on the current
forja Bussigneoppesed snissile defenseshiald inj n
Eastern Europe. The defense shield could hinder
any agreement to replace START, Russian

officials have said, but Obama has also said
deployment of the shield may be delayed until

its effectiveness is proven. However, some

believe U.S.-Russian relations may remain tense
even when Obama takes office.
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Hope for START Part Two 999.html

THE NEw U.S. ADMINISTRATION

Russia Challenges the Obama
Administration

BY: STEPHEN BLANK, STRATEGIC STUDIES INSTITUTE
12/2008
Russi a’ s
missiles to Kaliningrad in response to President
George
shield in Eastern Europe is a test to President-
elect Barack Obama and other European
countries. The missile defense shield, the U.S.
has said, is meant to protect the U.S. and its
Russia wants to test Obama on missile
defense: Rood

FROM: AGENCE-FRANCE PRESS

12/17/2008

Progress on talks regarding missile defense
systems and an extension or replacement to the
Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty seems to be
“paused” unt -eldctBddackS .
Obama to takes office, said John Rood, the U.S.
acting undersecretary of state for arms control
and international security. After meeting with
the Russian deputy foreign minister in Moscow,
Rood said Russia appears to want to continue
discussions but wants to
administration to take control before moving
forward with any commitments. Russia wants
to “test the mettl e”
Rood said. He also said while the U.S. is focusing
on limiting nuclear warheads in a follow
agreement to START, Russia wants to also
include limitations on conventional missile
defenses and other forces.
http://www.spacewar.com/reports/Russia_wan
ts to test Obama on missile defense Rood
999.html

announcement

Pr

t

W. fBra missile deferpel a n s

wa i

of

e

allies from potential missile attacks by Iran and
other rogue nations, though Russia sees the
shield as a threat to its own security. Stephen
Bl ank writes that
bheepiloyetgskiangeof i
and Russia’s
U.S. backs down from its missile defense plans
because of Russia’s
http://www.strategicstudiesinstitute.army.mil/
pdffiles/PUB900.pdf

A new approach is needed to tackle Iran
nuclear debate

BY: RICHARD DALTON, TELEGRAPH

12/18/2008

President-elect Barack Obama must take a new
approach in trying to denuclearize Iran, writes
Richard Dalton, a former UK ambassador to
Igan. Theuphtmilitary action should remain on
the table as a last option, Dalton believes
diplomatic negotiations and different types of
sanctions against Iran should first be exhausted
by the U.N. and western nations. The U.S. is the
only world actor that can change the direction
af florarmMbamaucl ear
official must be sent to Iran to further
discussions about its nuclear capabilities,

acdordirgg to Maton. Thed) M.iSaturity Coundlt i o n

should also reconsider the type of sanctions
that have been issued against Iran, Dalton
writes, furthering that the EU, China, and Russia
should impose different types of sanctions, such
as those against supplying Iran with weapons.
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/comment/383224
0/A-new-approach-is-needed-to-tackle-Iranian-
nuclear-debate.html

Russi

security

progr
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UNITED STATES

U.S. commission wants better anti-nuke
intelligence

BY: BEN IANNOTTA, C4ISR JOURNAL

12/16/2008

An interim report by the U.S. Strategic Posture
Review Commission urges the U.S. to continue
developing its capabilities to find international
nuclear-weapon smuggling operations and to
determine where a nuclear weapon was
manufactured in the event of a nuclear attack
as the era of nuclear non-proliferation has
reached -moi“nnti ppi hige
attempting to answer questions regarding the
best U.S. policy for nuclear deterrence, nuclear
weapon security, and guarantee that non-
nuclear states, such as Iran and North Korea,
remain that way.
http://www.c4isrjournal.com/story.php?F=386
4948

U.S. Sticks to Demands on North Korean
Denuclearization

FROM: GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE
12/17/2008

The six-nation negotiations to end North
Korea’'s nucl ear
without an agreement to a verification plan of
the North’'s nucl ear
verification protocol that the U.S, China, Russia,
Japan, and South Korea agree to. Despite not
reaching an agreement to the last step in the
negotiations, the U.S. representative in the
talks, Christopher Hill, said the negotiations
have seen positive results, such as North Korea
stopping its production of plutonium. U.S.
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said North
Korea’'s destruction
another example of positive progress. Hill said
he doubts the new U.S. administration would
offer a better deal to North Korea in the future.
While the U.S. has said all five nations have

act

of

agreed to not follow through with the shipment
of heavy fuel to North Korea until a verification
plan has been agreed on, both Russia and China
have said they have not committed to end their
shipments. South Korea has yet to decide on
whether or not it will continue its shipments as
well.

http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw 20081217 3154.php

Doomsday detectives battle nuclear terror
BY: ROBERT WINDREM, NBC NEWS

Comnmilg280B on i s

A new book by Jeffrey T. Richelson, set to be
published next month, describes how the U.S. is
able to pinpoint where and how nuclear
weapons are built. This type of intelligence may
serve as a deterrent for any state considering
selling nuclear weapons, materials, or designs
to terrorist organizations that may use such
weapons to engage a nuclear attack on the U.S.
Such an attack has been predicted to occur by
2013, according to congressional task force
report released in early December. If terrorist
organi z atdétepreddythdsr e n’
intelligence, Richelson writes, the U.S. will likely

pr ogr a mstilhdetérrdine whe wa respopsiblefgrthe n d e d

attack, which will likely result in a
¢ounferptiack.s , t hough
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/28301954/

US refuses Marshalls bid to use aid for

nuclear victims

FROM: AGENCE-FRANCE PRESSE

12/12/2008

Marshall Islands President Litokwa Tomeing
proposed his government use $1.2 million from

@ angual §.§. grantttoshelprpersonial éjary andp | a n

|l and damages resul ti
weapons tests on the islands in the mid-1900s.
Because the grant was designed to be use for
health and education reasons, the U.S. has

t her e
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refused to allow the money to be spent toward
awards promised by the Nuclear Claims
Tribunal. The U.S. gave the tribunal $150 million
between 1986 and 2003 to pay for such
damages, though the funds were used entirely
three years ago. Personal injury awards granted
by the tribunal remain in excess of $22 million
while the land damage awards remaining equal
nearly $2 billion.
http://www.spacewar.com/reports/US refuses

Marshalls_bid to use aid for nuclear victim
s 999.html

Nuclear Regulatory Commission Expands
Cybersecurity Requirements for Nuke
Power Plants

FROM: NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION,
DARKREADING

12/18/2008

Nuclear power plants have new security
requirements after the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission adopted a new rule on Dec. 18.
Included in the new rule is the obligation for
plants to manage activities between that of
security and other operations so as to not
compromise either, a program for cyber
security, and more training and stricter
qualifications for security employees. The new

rul e also requires plan
and response procedures

aircrafts, on-site explosions, and fires. The new
rule will begin 30 days after it has been
published in the Federal Register.
http://www.darkreading.com/security/cybercri
me/showArticle.jhtml?articlelD=212501188

U.S. Approves Updated Nuclear Plant

Security Rules

FROM: GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE

12/18/2008

A new rule adopted by the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission calls for new security regulations

for nuclear power plants, though some critics

claimthenewregul ati ons don’'t g f
The new regulations in the rule include more
gualifications and trai i N
personnel”™ and new procdidu
computer-based attacks, damages to the plant

caused by explosion or fire, and aircraft attacks.

However , critics claim t e
address what plant employees should do in the

event an attack with 12 or more terrorists or

provide enough protection regulations for

above-ground reactors and spent fuel

containers against aircraft attacks.

http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw 20081218 1717.php

U.S. and Russia Complete Nuclear Security
Upgrades Under Bratislava Initiative

FROM: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

12/23/2008

The Bratislava Nuclear Security report was given
to the White House on Dec. 23. Nuclear security
upgrades agreed to under the Bratislava
Nuclear Security Initiative would be concluded
two years ahead of schedule in 2008, the report
stated. The initiative, which was agreed to in
2005 by U.S. President George W. Bush and
former Russian President Vladimir Putin, also

calls for “expanding emegfr g
enhancing nuclear security culture, accelerating
tesgarch reactor dbreversierls angfuelsrdturng t e g i 4fs

dnd shading bedt gractiees, t”s afcrcoohe di n g o]
release. Other commitments were agreed to

after the 2005 and work on these projects will

continue until 2012.

http://www.energy.gov/news/6819.htm

dza KY 22NfR Ydzad 06S WHRAN
NKorea
FROM: AGENCE-FRANCE PRESSE
12/15/2008
Continuing the diplomatic six-nation discussions
intended to denuclearize North Korea is the
best option despite the setback of no formal
pl an aimed at wverifying #iNo
programs thus far, U.S. President George W.
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Bush said on Dec. 15. Bush also said the talks Cheney Reaffirms U.S. Nuclear Destructive
have changed direction; instead of the other Power
participating nations f wdvfdosd decorgry \N@witeh Kor ea’ s
requests, such as removing its name from a U.S. 12/22/2008
list of terrorist sponsoring nations, and During an interview with Fox News, U.S. Vice
anticipating agreed upon action from North President Dick Cheney said the President carries
Korea, like the verification process, the five more executive power during times of war.
nations will leave North Korea in anticipation Cheney al so asserted th
for its promised energy resources. The U.S. said have to check with Congress or the courts
fuel shipments to North Korea would be halted before launching a counter nuclear attack.
without a verification plan, and North Korea http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw 20081222 1917.php
responded by saying it would slow down its
nuclear disablement. Put North Korea Back On U.S. Terror List,
http://www.spacewar.com/reports/Bush Worl Senator Says
d must be firm and patient on NKorea 999. FROM: GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE
html 12/18/2008
U.S. Senator Sam Brownback from Kansas said

Bush pushes Persian Gulf nuclear the U.S. should reinstate North Korea on its list
agreement for state sponsors of terrorism. U.S. President
BY: HOWARD LAFRANCHI, THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE George W. Bush removed North Korea from the
MONITOR list October in exchange for a verification
12/23/2008 agreement of North Koregdf
U.S. President George W. Bush is urging for However, since then North Korea has said it
Congressional acceptance of an agreement never agreed to a verification plan, and the six-
between the U.S. and United Arab Emirates that nation talks aimed to enmnd
would provide the U.A.E. with technology to program have experienced little progress. The
develop a civil nuclear program. The Bush Uu. S. administration has
administration hopes to sign the deal before he Korea would be placed back on the list despite
leaves office on Jan. 20. However, members of SennBrownback’s recommendat
Congress have raised concerns as the U.A.E. is the U.S. and some of the other four nations
lran’s top partner f or ihbhaedifthe takshdle agre@dtdnbtéulfiio gy , |
that of developing IEDs, has often been their promise to supply North Korea with fuel
transported through the U.A.E. to Iran. While until a verification agreement has been
supporters of the agreement have said there reached.
are “oversights and c onfkith:Qgbnsiti.orglgdh/ni T0E1288 BIS@pAgNE N t
that would make such a transference of
intelligence difficult, critics have said they AP Interview: Rice says sanctions
would Iike to see “a trgwpdtingiegord” of intellig
containment in the U.A.E. before signing the FROM: ASSOCIATED PRESS
agreement. 12/16/2008
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/SantaFeN Whil e I ran hasn’t stopp
orthernNM/LANL-lawsuit-Former-worker--cut- nuclear power or changed any of its current
off--after-lab-shutdown policies regarding its nuclear program, U.S.

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said the
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U.N. sanctions against the country are having an Bush Administration Never Trusted North
impact. Some members of the Iranian Korea, Rice Says
government are beginning to question whether FROM: GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE
the country’s nucl ear prnogimam is worth the
hardening economic situation within its borders U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said
and its isolation from much of the global only an *"idiot” would t rfjus"
community, Rice said. Rice also supported the voluntarily complete its denuclearization
U.S. involvement i n | r apgrocaasywtichs ahy tthe UtS.larel thé otharq i * s ew
chance at freedom has been worth the lives lost four nations in the denuclearization
and monetary costs. During the interview, Rice negotiations are intensely pushing for a
also discussed the piracy in Somalia, political verification plan. The negotiation talks have
tensions in Zimbabwe, the prospect of peace seen progress as North Korea has ended its
between Israel and Palestine, and the plans for plutonium production, and Rice said she
North Korea’'s nucl ear dbelsedsaneaficagiam protocol will one day be
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2008/12/16/a agreed upon. There are reports that South
merica/NA-US-Rice.php Korea and North Korea may be engaging in
secret talks to lessen tensions between the two
countries, though South Korea has publicly
denounced such claims.
http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw 20081222 1797.php
Rice says US, South Korea agree on nuclear the California-based engineering company
talks Jacobs boughttheUKgover nment’' s s tflak:
m: ASSOCIATED PRESS AWE. The sale came after the British
12/15/2008 government decided to break up the
U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said government-owned British Nuclear Fuels, which
the U.S,, China, Japan, Russia, and South Korea included AWE. Jacobs had been competing with
have agreed to halt fuel shipment to North another U.S. company since January for the
Korea until a verificat AWEpharg Theaskare fvad wortHtahestimatedlu nt r W’ s
denuclearization has been agreed upon. $150 million in January, though no final cost for
However, officials from South Korea said its the sale has been made public. Several British
government hasnrcdntindeeci deadl it oi dal tf iogures are uplse!
the fuel shipments. discussed with Parliament or further explained.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp- http://www.ft.com/cms/s/30de8c18-cd59-
dyn/content/article/2008/12/15/AR200812150 11dd-9905-
1453.html 000077b07658,Authorised=false.html? i locati
on=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ft.com%2Fcms%2Fs%
Sale puts atomic weapons plant in US 2F0%2F30de8c18-cd59-11dd-9905-
hands 000077b07658.htm1%3Fnclick check%3D1& i r
BY: SYLVIA PFEIFER AND ALEX BARKER, FINANCIAL eferer=&nclick check=1
TIMES
12/19/2008

American companies now own the majority of
the UK Atomic Weapons Establishment after
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US Bechtel wins Egypt nuclear power
contract

FROM: AGENCE-FRANCE PRESSE

12/22/2008

The U.S.-based Bechtel Power company has
been offered a contract to consult and design
Egypt’' s first nucl
contract, worth an estimated $180 million, was
sought by eight corporations, and Bechtel was
chosen by a committee compromised of several
Egyptian government agencies. Bechtel will
browse the international market for different
nuclear energy technologies, decide where in
Egypt would be a good place for nuclear reactor
sites, and implement international safety
regulations to the nuclear program. Egypt
signed the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty in
1981 and wants all of the Middle East to refrain
from obtaining nuclear weapons. Russia,
France, and China have also offered to help
Egypt in the development of its civil nuclear
program.
http://www.spacewar.com/2006/08122211081
4.a8v03ur8.html

U.S. Announces Uranium Inventory Plan
FROM: GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE

12/17/2008

Because the U.S. has more highly enriched
uranium than is necessary for its defense needs,
the Department of Energy has adopted a new
plan to blend down 12.1 metric tons of HEU to
produce low enriched uranium. Under the
Excess Uranium Inventory Management Plan,
the LEU will then be sold on the global market
“in a way that would
nucl ear industry,
Newswire. This plan could take up to 25 years,
though it is unclear how fast the blending is
taking place.

http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw 20081217 7925.php

ear

Radiation Scanners Installed at Panama
Seaports

FROM: GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE
12/15/2008

Under an initiative from the National Nuclear
Security Administration, the Port of Balboa is

M@ Gpeyating padiaviod deteqbols o Bcéin cargd h e

for radioactive material before the shipment
moves to other ports. Panama is also
cooperating with the U.S. Customs and Border
Protection’s Cont ai
examines cargo being sent to the U.S. Both
efforts aim to end the transfer of weapons of
mass destruction with the first having the
specific goal to subdue nuclear proliferation.
Funding for the preparation and installation of
the equipment came from Manzanillo
International Terminal.
http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw 20081215 8817.php

U.S. and Jordan Sign Agreement to Prevent

Smuggling of Nuclear and Radioactive
Material

FROM: NATIONAL NUCLEAR SECURITY
ADMINISTRATION

12/16/2008

The National Nuclear Security Administration
will provide the
detection equi pment
to use the technology under an agreement
signed by the NNSA and Jordan. The NNSA will
work with the Jordan Nuclear Regulatory
Commi ssion and other
government to install the equipment at the Port
of Agqaba and “other

N 0 KNNSA bliévé& thd agréementivill helbin S .
" ac C 0 dedringic@rgo tha padsds tArbughlthe @ ahdl r i t

ease fears of the potential transference of
nuclear and radioactive material to terrorists.
The initiative also helps the NNSA achieve
initiatives described in its Second Line of
Defense Program.
http://nnsa.energy.gov/news/2248.htm

ner

Jordan

an

an
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Energy Department Formalizes Effort to investigated in 2004 by the lab and the FBI after
Downsize U.S. Nuclear Complex classified material under his name was found
FROM: GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE missing, though it was later concluded to be a
12/17/2008 clerical error and no such material had been
The U.S. Department of Energy has adopted a misplaced. However, Horne was never given
new plan to consolidate the number of the back his same duties before the investigation
U.S.’ s nuclear weamons legarg and hie tltimatedy volumeeradrto takeat e m
to i mprove the secur it yReduétiontinlroece ddckage.offeed in200Z.1 e ar
weapons infrastructure and handling of such Though the Los Alamos National Laboratory
materials, according to the National Nuclear Security LLC currently manages the lab, the
Security Administration. Under the new plan, University of California was in control during
weapons-grade nuclear material will be 2004 when Horne’ s investlli g
confined to five sites. Only certain sites will Horne’'s | awyer cited “taédgfct]
handle specific materials; the Los Alamos suing the university.
National Laboratory will handle all plutonium http://www.santafenewmexican.com/SantaFeN
procedures, the Y-12 Laboratory will be in orthernNM/LANL-lawsuit-Former-worker--cut-
control of all uranium operations, and the off--after-lab-shutdown
Pantex facility will be in charge of all nuclear
weapon assembly and disassembly. Construction of Nuclear-Weapon Simulator
http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw 20081217 8419.php Site to Start at Sandia

FROM: GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE
Nuclear engineer jailed over Iran software 12/15/2008
plot Operations at the anticipated lon Beam
FROM: AGENCE-FRANCE PRESSE Laboratory at Sandia National Laboratories are
12/16/2008 being planned to include the replication of
Mohammed Reza Alavi, a former engineer at nuclear weapons explosions, along with other
the Palo Verde Nuclear Generating Station, has nuclear procedures. Construction on the new
been sentenced to 15 months in prison after laboratory was set to begin on Dec. 16 with a
illegally downloading software from the plant to projected completion date in 2009. A
his personal laptop and transporting the performance review of the Y-12 National
information to Iran. The software® wa s U s e d Setudty Complex management ended with a
train employees on the operation of nuclear “good” rating. B&W Technmfi c.
reactors,” according t oarétihngef8hsemascaleof 100ipdnts.e .
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/articl http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw 20081215 8397.php
e/ALegM5gCSL2e5W8Kp6A2mHMt3Wd2mvag
Q Confirmed: Air Force Falls Short in Third

Nuke Test
C2NNSNJ 0 ¢2NJ SN WOdziy: n@FsF@mvbnTF G SN aKdziR2g Yy
BY: SUE VORENBERG, THE NEW MEXICAN 12/15/2008
12/22/2008 The 90" Missile Wing at F.E. Warren Air Force
John Horne, a former employee of the Los failed a nuclear surety inspection after failing
Al amos National Labor at iaspeytionsdtMinoSatdiMBlsgromtAl Rrcel a b’ s
current management company, Los Alamos bases done earlier this year. Errors were found

National Laboratory Security LLC. Horne was
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in numerous categories included the test, which
resulted in overaldl
http://blog.wired.com/defense/2008/12/confir
med-air-f.html

U.S. General Eyes Nuclear Weapons

Improvements

BY: ELAINE M. GROSSMAN, GLOBAL SECURITY
NEWSWIRE

12/19/2008

Though Congress has blocked funding the
Reliable Replacement Warhead program,
officials and experts have begun to strengthen
their arguments for modernizing the current
U.S. nuclear stockpile without creating any new
weapons. Brig. Gen. Everett Thomas believes
the U.S. must modernize its nuclear arsenal in
ordertoext end t he weapon
it is through updating its weapon systems or its
delivery vehicles. Some experts believe
Congress will be more willing to agree to update
delivery vehicles than the weapons themselves,
especially as President-elect Barack Obama is
less than a month away from taking office. By
updating delivery vehicles, weapons may
become more stealth-like, though some argue
this is unnecessary as the U.S. weapons are still
more advanced than the nuclear weapons held
by much of the international community.
Modernizing delivery vehicles may also allow
targets to be hit easier with less destruction;
some experts have said this could garnish the
argument for modernization to appeal more to
Congress.

http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw 20081219 8318.php

Barksdale on short list for Global Strike
headquarters

BY: JOHN ANDREW PRIME, SHREVEPORT TIMES
1/2/2009

Barksdale Air Force Base in California and Offutt
Air Force Base in Nebraska are the leading
contenders for housi
Global Strike Command, according to The Air

Force Times. Past comments made by Lt. Gen.

“ U n Robett §. E&dér make samie présume Barksdale g .

S

ng

will be chosen as the headquarters, according

to the article in The Shreveport Times. The Air

Force Times has also predicted the Global Strike

Command to be led by Asst. Vice Chief of Staff

Lt. Gen. Frank G. Koltz, though John Prime

writes that Elder’ s credfen:
better leader for the command.
http://www.shreveporttimes.com/article/2009
0102/NEWS01/901020329/1060

U.S. Air Force Leaders Discuss Nuclear
Oversight

FROM: GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE

12/15/2008

The Air Force Nuclear Oversight Board met Dec.
lofesp@insc WS th®é managdme
nuclear weapons and procedures. At the
meeting, the board established the temporary
headquarters of the new Air Force Global Strike
Command at the Bolling Air Force Base,
discussed nuclear inspection reform, and other
matters. The board was established in October
and is set to meet four times a year.
http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw 20081215 4978.php

Thermal curtains offer protection to B-52
aircrews

BY: BRANDICE ARMSTRONG, AIR FORCE LINK
12/15/2008

Prototypes for shades meant to protectB-5 2 ' s
from the blinding light of nuclear attacks will
become available in December 2008. The
shades can be removed from the B-52
windshield and stored when a nuclear weapon
is not being detonated nearby. A set, which
includes seven shades, will cost an estimated
$2,500. The final design is anticipated to be
completed by October 2009. The shades are
similar to those on vehicular windshields
designed to shade and cool drivers from

durlight. PPototypesifoP singh&des $o belu§edV
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onB52'" s wi ll al so be s e nhttp:Hwwww.sf.apildnavd/staryasp?idi1n31280
December 2008. A set of these shades will cost 28

less than $300 and includes enough shades to
cover 13 windows.

NORTH KOREA

Pafedit2 rouANBEb6f FtYaAlRks di
verification agreement filor
nuclear program, the U.S. has said the last

200,000 tons of fuel to North Korea will be held

tintil pragnesk idmade,tthoughlRpsgialhag voited e |

| dz& G NI € A | IADS
deadlock: minister

FROM: AGENCE-FRANCE PRESSE

12/18/2008

After Japan announced i
to North Korea under a six-nation agreement to concern over that assertion. Under the initial
denuclearize the country, the U.S. approached agreement between the six nations, North
Australia to take Jap anKosawodldaisalge.its ndcleas react@slanda ,

t hough, has said it wo nprdgrans in pxghdnge fott 1imidlionfronsefl t o
North Korea until the country agrees with the heavy fuel.

U.S., Japan, Russia, China, and South Korea on a http://uk.reuters.com/article/usTopNews/idUK

62y Qi

verification plan for t TTREABFNE0081017?s=true
denucl eari zati on, said Australia’s foreiagn
minister. North Korean Leader Remains In Control,

http://www.spacewar.com/reports/Australia w
ont give oil to NKorea amid deadlock minist
er 999.html

U.S. General Says

FROM: GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE

12/19/2008

Though Kim Jong-Il has been in poor health and
away from the public eye for several months, he

No better nuclear deal for N.Korea after

Bush: envoy
BY: PAUL ECKERT, REUTERS

12/17/2008

Officials and experts have speculated that six-
nation talks with North Korea regarding its
nuclear disarmament may have been stalled
due to North Korea hoping for a better deal
with a new U.S. president. However, Assistant
Secretary of State Christopher Hill, the U.S.
representative in the talks between Japan,
Russia, China, North Korea, South Korea, and
the U.S., said such a deal is unlikely under
President-elect Barack Obama. Because the

is still leader of North Korea, said a U.S. official
from the region. There has been little progress
on the agreement to denuclearize North Korea
since Kim suffered a stroke in August. On Dec.
18, officials from North Korea announced they
had captured a man sent from South Korea to
“har m” Ki m.
denied they had anything to do with the man
and his mission. U.N. sanctions against
exporti ng “l uxury

report in the Washington Times

http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw 20081219 2407.php

Of ficial

goods”
have not been followed by China, according to a

S

t

f riflo m

(0]
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Germany Seeking New lIran Sanctions,

Report Says

FROM: GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE

12/15/2008

The Chief of Staff to German Foreign Minister
Frank-Walter Steinmeier would like Germany,
France, the U.K., and possibly the U.S., Russia,

and China to introduce new sanctions against

Iran as its government continues to pursue a
nuclear program that could become capable of
producing nuclear weapons. Such sanctions
should be intended to
and transportation businesses, said Volker
Stanzel The sanctio
from the U.N. Security Council and could be
used a “bargaining
administration. U.S. Secretary of Defense
Robert Gates said Iran and other states should
refrain from actions

ch

Bushehr operational by March 2010, Iran

says

FROM: WORLD NUCLEAR NEWS

12/17/2008

Despite numerous delays, an Iranian official said
the country’s Bushehr
be in operation by March 2010.

At omStroyExport, Russ
company, is helping Iran construct the plant.
Alaeddin Boroujerdi, chairman of the Iranian
Foreign Policy and National Security Committee,
said Russian-trained Iranians are beginning to
replace Russian employees working at the

plant. Several countries in the region have
expressed concern ove
and have said they want to meet with the U.N.
Security Council in order to make certain the
nuclear program is only for civil purposes.

el ect Barack Obanehé s ad

takes office.
http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw 20081215 7880.php

Israel issues new warning on Iran nuclear
arms
FROM: ASSOCIATED PRESS
12/17/2008
The Israeli Defense Minister said the U.S. could
become a target if Iran obtains a nuclear
weapon. A port on the U.S. east coast would
di skelpy
said the international community must take all
nsmeasldestneecesdsapprboe aet
nuclear weapon while hinting at the option of
i p dsingfmditary fordke.e new U. S.
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article
/ALegM5gWi9hJXmHRyYjNwd IH3RL3abpkwD9
t haek8T oul d “test”™ Presi

de

http://www.world-nuclear-news.org/NN-
Bushehr operational by March 2010 Iran say
5-1712084.html

LNI yQa dza KSKNJ wS |
NpPefayse ar power pl ant
FROM: GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE
i alzg3/cmaucl ear power
Officials from Iran have said construction at its
Bushehr nuclear power is nearly complete
although operations may not begin until 2010.
The officials cited "te
reason for the latest delay. Iranian President
Mahmoud Ahmadinej ad-has
r électianrcdmpaign) thotigh @easrsourpes stllg r a m
say he is front-runner of the election, which is
set to take place in June. Former Iranian
president Mohammad Khatami and former
nuclear negotiator and lawmaker Ali Larijani
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have been named as possible opponents to the
current Iranian president.

http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw 20081223 1879.php

RussiIA

Russia plans nuclear sub leases to India:

report

FROM: AGENCE-FRANCE PRESSE

12/15/2008

Russia will likely lease several nuclear-powered
submarines to India, a Russian official said.
Russia will lease the submarines, which will be
of the same class as the Nerpa submarine, for
10 years, the official said. India will also receive
80 Mi-17 helicopters from Russia in the next
two to three years according to an agreement
signed between the two nations in early
December.
http://www.spacewar.com/reports/Russia_plan

s nuclear sub leases to India report 999.ht
ml

Russia may place nuclear missiles in
Belarus: report

FROM: AGENCE-FRANCE PRESSE

12/23/2008

Belarus may receive Topol missiles from Russia
in response to the U.S. plans for a missile
defense shield in Eastern Europe, Russian
officials have said. This would be first nuclear
weapon inside Belarus since Russia removed
the last of the Soviet-era nuclear missiles from
the country in 1996. Russia has also said it will
deploy Iskander missiles to the Kaliningrad
region if the U.S. follows through with the
missile defense plans in Poland and the Czech
Republic. However, Russian officials have said
that if the U.S.
supply Kaliningrad with the potentially-nuclear
missiles.
http://www.spacewar.com/2006/08122311272

1.z3wh4xrj.html

abando

Russian Missile Malfunctions Again

FROM: GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE

12/23/2008

Russia’s test | aunch
intercontinental ballistic missile from the
Dmitry Donskoy submarine was a failure; the
fifth out of 10 tests. The failing test has made
the Russian reconsider commissioning the
Bulava into its weapon systems; officials have
said more tests are necessary before a
commitment is made. Russia is planning to
spend an estimated $141 million in three years
in growing its numbers of Iskander missiles, jets,
helicopters, naval vessels, and tanks.
http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw 20081223 2420.php

Failed test delays Russian ICBM
introduction

BY: NABI ABDULLAEV, C4ISR JOURNAL
12/30/2008
Russi a’ s
Bulava failed a test launch on Dec. 23. The
Bulava was unable to reach its target and
ordered to self destruct after launching from a
Dmitry Domskoy submarine. This is the fifth out
of 10 tests that the Bulava has failed. Russia has
delayed introducing the ICBM, which was
scheduled to happen in 2009, until more
successful tests take place. The Bulava was
developed to carry up to 10 nuclear warheads
and would serve as replacement to the
degreasingRassiap nudear arserRlu s s i a
http://www.c4isrjournal.com/story.php?F=388
1295

new i nterconti

wo n
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Russia to hold more test launches of
Bulava ICBM in 2009

FROM: RIA NOVOSTI

12/16/2008

Russia will continue to test launch the Bulava
intercontinental ballistic missile from the Yury
Dolgoruky nuclear submarine several more
times in 2009 before committing it to service, a
Russian official said. Test launches of the Bulava
ICBM will also continue from the Dmitry
Donskoi nuclear submarine after a successful
launch took place on Nov. 28. Production for
the Bulava ICBM has already begun, and Russia
is planning to adopt it into the Russian Navy in
2009. The Bulava ICBM is capable of holding 10
nuclear warheads with a range of 5,000 miles.
http://en.rian.ru/russia/20081216/118881590.
html

Russia Offers Nuclear Restraint If U.S.
Backs Off Missile Defense Plans

FROM: GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE

12/19/2008

If the U.S. agrees to stop the development of a
missile defense shield in Eastern Europe then
Russia may also stop plans for the deployment
of missiles to its borders and the development
on new missiles able to rise above the missile
defense system, said the head of the Russian
strategic missile forces. News sources have said

Russia’s statement
costs of Russia’s mi
economic downturn or the Russian government
demonstrating its willingness to work with U.S.
President-elect Barack Obama once he takes
office. Obama has said he needs more proof to
the reliability of the missile defense shield
before committing to the project.
http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw 20081219 9584.php

Russia Says U.S. Seeks Weaker Treaty

BY: PHILIP P. PAN, WASHINGTON POST FOREIGN
SERVICE

12/20/2008

The U.S. is looking for a weaker treaty to
replace the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty,
which is set to expire in December 2009,
Russian officials have said. While START-I
includes limits on long-range intercontinental
and submarine-launched missiles, nuclear
warheads, bombers, and calls for the
“destruction of
u. S. doesn’ t wrangetmisstle
or bombers in the new agreement. Negotiations
for a new treaty are
opposition to the U.S.-planned missile defense
system in Poland and the Czech Republic.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2008/12/19/AR200812190
3278.html

UAE

UAE says agrees nuclear pact draft with US
FROM: MIDDLE EAST ONLINE

12/15/2008

The U.S. and U.A.E. have agreed on a draft pact
for what could become a formalized
cooperative agreement to develop civil nuclear
power inside the Arab country. Though nothing
has been signed yet, the final agreement could
include the U.S. transferring intelligence,

technology, and nuclear fuel to the U.A.E. in
exchange for the countr y ' s
Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty and other U.N.
protocols. The agreement is still being discussed
by Congress, and has many other steps to pass
before being adopted, said U.S. State
Department Spokesman Sean McCormack.
http://www.middle-east-
online.com/english/?id=29218
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INDIA
AREVA signs uranium supply contract with two nuclear reactors as fjwe|
India breeder reactor program. n
ﬁ; INDIA INFOLINE NEWS SERVICE security adviser M.K. Narayanan said he
12/18/2008 believes all of India’s §nu:
I ndia'"s Department of ApraeoédevithhoAflg zongsythosgh sgfarerdy i t s
first foreign agreement for nuclear fuel with the two have been established.
France-based provider AREVA since India was http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/nw 20081218 2053.php
allowed to enter the nuclear fuel market in
September. Under the agreement, AREVA will India Was Prepared to Strike Pakistan,
supply the Nuclear Power Corporation of India Officials Say
LTD with 300 tons of nuclear fuel. India plans to FROM: GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE
dramatically increase their dependence on 12/16/2008
nuclear energy by 2020 from 3 gigawatts to 40 I ndia's air force “went fon
gigawatts. terrorist attacks in Mumbai, though both India
http://www.indiainfoline.com/news/innernews. and Pakistan denied either was ready for
asp?storyld=87784&Imn=1 assault following the attacks by Lashkar e-Taiba,
a Pakistani terrorist organization. While one

India Closes Airspace Over Key Nuclear official from the Pentagon said the U.S. advised
Plant India not to attack Pakistan, the U.S. State
M; GLOBAL SECURITY NEWSWIRE Department denies such action. The U.K. and
12/18/2008 U.S. are planning to offer Pakistan monetary
After discussing such action since the Sept. 11 assistance in hopes of ridding Islamabad with
attacks on the U.S., a no-fly zone was extremist organizations like that of Lashkar e-

established over | ndi a’ HibakKtielpgokagk douddive worth 616 gllor. s i t
on Dec. 17 by I ndia’ s Dhttp:ggsninthorg/gB/ew 20088016 1265.phgCi v i |
Aviation Nasim Zaidi. The Kalpakkam site has

LAN) St wSaLRyRa (2 L! gbwyiuchasShdaneSnhasy@ayshe frigeNA | Q &

Site that Israel has abided by the Nuclear

BY: NILI LIFSHITZ, ISRAEL ATOMIC ENERGY Nonproliferation Treaty and similar

COMMISSION commitments and has done nothing to hinder
12/12/2008 the | AEA’s investigatio
The spokeswoman for | sr iglainglstel, Rili LAshitk wWrited-tRe@AEAJ Y
Commission wrote in the Wall Street Journal should take a new approach to its investigations

that the International Atomic Energy Agency and methods of obtaining evidence.

must stop blaming Israel when its investigations
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http://online.wsj.com/article/SB122913737429
703805.html
Nuclear disaster alerts to be sent by text

BY: MARK SWAIN, MIRROR to the event Some resi
12/23/2008 happy with the new notification system.

Britain has adopted a new plan to alert http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/top-
residents of cthhect hgzaf doRds/y008012/23Muclear-disaster-alerts-to-

and nearby areas of a nuclear disaster or other be-sent-by-text-115875-20991366/

i mmi nent danger. I nstead of sounding the city’
warning siren, a mass text will be sent by the

I nformer system to residents’ cell phones and

China starts building Yangjiang nuclear
plant

FROM: REUTERS

12/17/2008

China began construction on a new nuclear
plant, the second of three new plants being
planned by the Chinese government, in
Yangjiang City. The Yangjiang plant, which is
estimated to cost about $10.2 billion, will have
six nuclear reactors with each planned to
produce 1 GW of power. The government had
initially wanted the three new plants to have a
total of 10 nuclear reactors, though the plans
for the two plants under construction have
already exceeded that number. China hopes to
increase its use of nuclear energy to 5 percent
by 2020.
http://uk.reuters.com/article/oilRpt/idUKPEK28
0215200812177?sp=true

Brazil Eyes Nuke-powered Sub

FROM: ASSOCIATED PRESS

12/24/2008

France will help Brazil build up its military
complex and nuclear technologies under an
agreement signed by French President Nicolas
Sarkozy and Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva on Dec. 22. Brazil will obtain the
information to construct a Scorpene submarine
from France under the agreement, and Brazil
will model its first nuclear-powered sub after
the Scorpene model. France will also help Brazil
build a base for submarines in Rio de Janeiro

landlines with information on how to respond

Japan asked US prepare for nuclear strike
on China: archives

FROM: AGENCE-FRANCE PRESSE

12/22/2008

I n 1965, Japan’s Pri me
asked the U.S. to use nuclear weapons against
China in the event of a war between the two
Asian countries, according to newly released
archives. Sato spoke with former U.S. Defense
Secretary Robert McNamara about the
proposition to use Japanese waters to transport
the nuclear weapons, though McNamara never
agreed to use such defenses. Sato received the
Nobel Peace Prize in 1974 in his campaign
against nuclear weapons.
http://www.spacewar.com/reports/Japan_aske
d _US prepare for nuclear_strike on_China_ar
chives 999.html

and provide technology to build EC 725
helicopters. Other agreements between the
two countries will lead to further cooperation in
the development of science and technology,
nuclear energy, and education.
http://www.military.com/news/article/brazil-
eyes-nuke-powered-
sub.html?col=1186032320397
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Slovakia to build new nuclear plant with joint company next year; the Slovak

Czech CEZ government will own 51 percent of the

FROM: ASSOCIATED PRESS company and CEZ will own 49 percent. The
12/17/2008 plant could cost up to $280 million and is

The main provider of nuclear energy in Czech anticipated to be operational in 2020.

Republic, CEZ, and the government in Slovakia http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article
signed an agreement to build a nuclear energy /ALeqM5g2RTtxhsm-agKTYUx4Igf8a-

plant on the foundation of a Soviet-era nuclear MGLgD954IVHO7

plant in Slovakia. The two plan to establish a
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CONFERENCES

Note: Dates and events change often. Please visit web site for details.

12-13 February 2009 Platts nuclear energy conference , Bethesda, Maryland

5-9 April 2009 NPIC&HMIT 2009 - 6th American Nuclear Society International Topical Meeting
on Nuclear Plant Instrumentation, Controls, and Human Machine Interface
Technology, , Knoxville, Tennessee, USA

19-22 April 2009 NUCLEAR 2009: The 8th International Exhibition on Nuclear Power Industry
2009, China International Exhibition Center (CIEC), Beijing, China
12-14 May 2009 2009 Annual Meeting on Nuclear Technology, Dresden, Germany

31 May —3 June 2009 | CNS 2009 Annual Conference + Student Conference, New Nuclear Frontiers
30™ Annual Conference of the Canadian Nuclear Society and 33" CNS/CNA
Student Conference, Calgary TELUS Convention Centre, Calgary, Alberta

1-4 June 2009 36th Interntional Conference on Plasma Science and 23rd Symposium on
Fusion Engineering ICOPS/SOFE 2009 , San Diego, CA , USA

13-17 June 2009 56th Annual Meeting of the Society of Nuclear Medicine , Toronto, Ontario,
Canada

14-18 June 2009 American Nuclear Society Annual Meeting 2009, Atlanta, GA, USA

12-16 July 2009 54th Annual Meeting of the Health Physics Society , Minneapolis, Minnesota

12 - 16 July 2009 Icone 17 - International Conference on Nuclear Engineering, Sheraton Brussels

Hotel, Brussels, Belgium
8-12 November 2009 ANS Winter Meeting and Nuclear Technology Expo , Washington, D.C. USA
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Points of Contact This is an unofficial publication. The articles and information appearing herein
are intended for educational purposes to promote discussion in the public
Iﬁ?é?i/dzhtMCKee' Jr., interest and to keep subscribers informed on items of common interest. The
newsletter and the information contained therein are not intended to provide a
Kandice N. McKee, competitive advantage for any commercial firm. Any misuse or unauthorized use
Editor and Research . . . . . .
Analyst of the newsletter and its contents will result in removal from the distribution list

and/or possible administrative, civil, and/or criminal action.

The views, opinions, and/or findings and recommendations contained in this
summary are those of the authors and should not be construed as an official
position, policy, or decision of the United States Government, U.S. Department of
Defense, U.S. Department of Energy, U.S. Strategic Command, or National Nuclear
Security Administration

Please contact Larry McKee , ph. (757) 871-3578, regarding subscription.
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